
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

8th July 2016 
Dear Parents & Carers 
 
I am pleased to inform you that as an Academy we are able to continue to invest in smaller class 
sizes in the Upper School and employ Para Professionals to support the learning in the Lower School. 
  
The impact of this has been significant this year, not only on the learning behaviours of the children, 
but also their academic achievement, with a continuing more challenging curriculum. 
  
Like last year, in order to achieve smaller class sizes we have mixed the classes ready for this structure. 
 Y4 going from 4 classes into 5 classes in Y5 and Y5 going from 5 classes into 6 classes in Y6. 
  
This year the mix of classes has been very successful and, despite a few initial concerns, the 
children have excelled and understood that the classes are for learning and their breaks are for 
socialising.  The fact that the children have always been in sets for their English and Maths lessons 
helps and ensures that they are used to being with different children in the year group, which we all 
see as a positive.  
  
Once again we have also reviewed the current classes in Y3 who are moving into Y4 and through 
discussions with the Y3 teachers we all agreed that it will benefit the children to be mixed this 
year ready for Y4.  This will ensure each class has a more even mix and a better balance whether 
it is gender, English as an additional language, specific learning difficulties, specific behaviour needs 
or if they are more able.  
  
The teachers in all of the current year groups have used their knowledge of the children both 
academically and holistically to decide the changes so that the children continue to be happy and 
secure in their learning. 
  
I am sure you will agree that the smaller classes and class mixes will support your child with their 
learning as well as their enjoyment at Pickhurst. 
  
Today the children had the opportunity to meet their new teacher in their new classrooms.  Having 
visited all of the classrooms throughout the day it was wonderful to observe fantastic happy learners 
who told me how excited they are for the year ahead.  
  
Yours sincerely 
 
Mrs Dando 
Principal 
 


