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How We Spend Our Pupil Premium 

The Pupil Premium is additional funding for publicly funded schools in England to 
raise the attainment of disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them and 
their peers.  

Gov.uk Pupil Premium: Funding and Accountability for Schools 

Pupil Premium funding is allocated to schools to support children who receive or have 
received free school meals, Children Looked After, children whose parents are 
serving in the armed forces and children who have been adopted from care.  

Schools have the freedom to use the Pupil Premium funding in innovative ways, but 
it is vital they use it to boost results for these pupils. They will be held to account by 
Ofsted through its inspections, which include a closer focus on Pupil Premium use 
and the performance of pupils who attract it. Schools are required to publish online 
details of their premium spend for parents and carers.  

The report and monitoring of high needs funding will help to improve transparency, 
quality and choice for young people and their families. These new arrangements will 
help to secure greater consistency and equivalence in how funding is distributed to 
schools and will move us towards a pupil-driven funding system which promotes 
choice and raises quality.  

Pupil Premium funding has been carefully spent and tracked at Pickhurst Academy. 
We ensure that there is a whole academy focus on continuing to close the gap in 
attainment and achievement between Free School Meal (FSM) and Non-FSM children. 
We have led Challenge the Gap projects since 2011 and have been a facilitation 
school since 2013.  

At Pickhurst Academy the funding is spent directly on the individuals, wherever 
possible, including: 

•  Employing teachers to run specific intervention groups  
•  Additional support from Para Professionals and Higher Level Teaching Assistants  
•  Teacher and Teaching Assistant training  
•  Transition workshops for parents and children at key points  
•  Strong focus on speaking and listening – e.g. project work, theme days  
•  Promoting roles and responsibilities within the academy 
•  Parent workshops and training  
•  Access to the School Counsellor  
•  Staff training  
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•  1:1 tuition 
•  Recruiting, developing staff who work with vulnerable children  
•  Promoting community links  
•  Workshops and visitors raising aspirations  
•  Interventions monitored with an ‘assess, plan, do, review’ model.  
•  1-1 tuition from Para Professionals and Teachers  
•  Attendance Checks  
•  Home and School support  
•  Boost Groups and support materials  
•  After School/In School booster classes for Year 6 children  
•  Pastoral support  
•  Support within the curriculum   
•  Access to enrichment opportunities including school trips  
•  Support for pupils with English as an Additional Language  

 

Impact for the year 2015/2016 
 
For the comparison between KS1 to end of KS2, the Disadvantaged pupils' 
percentage achieving the expected standard in reading was the same as previously, 
but there were marked increases in writing and maths. 
 
At the higher level reading remained the same with writing improving and maths 
slipping back a little. When compared to the Other group in school, the proportions 
making expected progress were in line for maths and reading but much greater for 
writing. Better than expected proportions in comparison with Others were in line for 
maths, above in reading and well above in writing.   
 
Percentages reaching the expected standards are below Others in all subjects, as are 
proportions reaching the higher standard. A comparison to all pupils nationally is 
favourable, suggesting although gaps remain in school they have closed nationally. 
Using Average Scale Scores, considerable in school gaps in attainment still exist, for 
maths 3.3, for reading 3.9 and for GPS 3.2.  
 


