
 

 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
The Year 6  children set off for France on Monday this week.  They had a good 
journey to their destination and are having a great time.  We hope you have found 
the Class Dojo updates interesting!  The Year 6 teachers have posted some fabulous 
pictures of the children taking part in various activities.  We look forward to hearing 
all their news. 
 
The children return today and their expected time of arrival is between 7pm-8pm.  
Should there be any change to this, we will publish information on the home page 
of the school website www.pickhurst.com. 
 
May I take this opportunity to congratulate Dylan H (Y3) who decided to do a 
sponsored silence for Children's Cochlear Implant Group (CICS) as his sister Kaitlyn 
is profoundly deaf and wears two cochlear implants.  CICS have helped Kaitlyn a lot 
since she had her first operation 10 years ago.  Dylan was silent for 48 hours(!) and 
raised £440!  This is fantastic Dylan and we are so proud of you raising money for 
such a worthwhile cause. 
 
I am aware that a few parents walk their dogs to school and tie them up at the 
railings by the zebra crossing.  This is totally acceptable but may I ask that you tie 
them to the “outside” of the railings, i.e. by the grassy area.  Thank you.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Ms Anderson 
(Acting Principal) 
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Diner of the Week 
 
The Diner of the Week is nominated by the Dining Hall Team and pupils are judged on their politeness and 
impeccable table manners.  This week’s Diner of the Week is ... 
 

Edward D (Y3) 
 

Well done!  Enjoy your week. 
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In Preparation for Sunny Days! 
 
The weather has obviously been quite unpredictable lately but we would suggest that, in 

preparation for sunnier days, parents/carers apply suncream to their children before 
they arrive at school.  There are several brands that are designed to give 6 hour 

protection. 
 

Please also provide your child with a sun hat (named), and a water bottle. 
 

On sunny days we will also encourage the children to take time out under the shade. 

 

 

 Sew Cool for Kids 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Last term’s theme for the young designers at Sew Cool was “Home Sweet Home” lavender pillows. 
 
Beautiful bespoke homes and gardens were created using favourite printed fabrics and haberdashery such as 
buttons, lace, pearls, ribbon and pom-pom trim. 
 
Children used a fine silk ribbon to carefully sew around the pillow before they popped a lavender filled bag 
inside and finished off with the ribbon handle. 

Mrs Byfield 

 
We are appropriately sharing age-appropriate resources and responding sensitively to the recent terrorist events.  

Over the last few weeks we have observed a minute’s silence to reflect on the victims and families affected by the 
recent tragic events.  
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“Knights of the Reading Table” 

 
Pupil name: Miranda S, 5BA 
Name of book: The Hidden Staircase - Nancy Drew Series Book 2     
Author: Carolyn Keene 
 
Do you enjoy reading riveting thrillers? Are mystery novels your cup of tea? How about a good dose of old-
fashioned humour too? If so, then the Nancy Drew series is really one to read. 
 
 “Nancy Drew: Book 2, The Hidden Staircase”, written by prolific author Carolyn Keene, is a truly captivating novel 
to read, involving cliff-hanging suspense and enthralling characters, thrilling action and beguiling mysteries. The 
second book in an entertaining sixty-four-book series set in 1930s America, “The Hidden Staircase” revolves around 
eighteen-year old sleuth Nancy Drew’s passion for investigating wrongdoings as she strives to solve an enigma 
involving a series of crimes and a concealed secret passageway. Among other things, the plot involves the 
disappearance of Nancy’s father, a gorilla mask, rumours of ghosts, and the theft of priceless jewellery. With Miss 
Drew’s quick wit and acute mind, will she be able to solve the mystery of the hidden staircase?  

The characters that appear in “The Hidden Staircase” cause you to either root for them to accomplish their goals or 
abhor them and desperately hope they get what they deserve. Most notably, Nancy Drew is a truly admirable 
detective, possessing the patience to piece together mysteries gradually, not automatically jumping to conclusions, 
but instead biding her time and waiting to pounce at just the right moment. She is a marvellous role model! 

Throughout the series Nancy works alongside friends from all sorts of eclectic backgrounds, each one of them 
thoroughly supporting and aiding Nancy in her times of need. The young sleuth’s companion in “The Hidden 
Staircase” is particularly engaging: an amusing yet quick-witted woman named Helen Corning, a lady set to be 
married in a few months’ time. However, Carolyn Keene also conjures up some dastardly villains with craven 
accomplices. But to avoid any spoilers, I shall say no more.   

Just like myriads of other suspense-craving readers dotted around the globe, the concept of erudite detectives being 
pit against horrifying villains and criminals animates me. Mysteries always excite: you feel as if you are the one who 
is facing up to the felon, you are the one who is investigating the crime, you are the one who has discovered all 
those clues that in some puzzling way fit together. The Nancy Drew mystery series, not least “The Hidden Staircase” 
with its enticing plotline of countless twists and turns, ticks all the right boxes in this respect. I would highly 
recommend it to anybody from nine to eleven years old. 

By Miranda S, Class 5BA  

 
Free School Meal Entitlement and Applications 

 
The free school meals online application system for the academic year 2017/18 is now 
available on the borough website www.bromley.gov.uk  
 
If you think you may be entitled to free school meals and you are unable to apply online, 
an application form and notes for you to print out are available on the school website 
www.pickhurst.com under the “parent letters” section. 
 

http://www.bromley.gov.uk
http://www.pickhurst.com
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Forest School 
 

 

The forest school teddy bears came out to play with the children of Form 3L.  They had zip wires 
constructed and dens made for them.  We even found a green alien, which must have landed in the 

night!  The children named him Bob! 
 

This week some of our Year 6 children enjoyed the forest, using craft materials and natural resources 
to create woodland masks and enjoying making dens.  In addition, they played on the field with the 

bouncy hoppers and had a silly game of Twister! 
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Sports News 
 

On Monday 15th May, the school cricket team played their first league game against St Mark’s Primary School.  I 
am pleased to say the team won the game with some excellent fielding, batting and bowling. 
  
On Thursday 18th May, the cricket team played their second game against a strong Highfield team; in a very close 
game, Highfield were victorious, winning by just 8 runs.  
 
On Thursday 18th May, the Tri Golf mixed team went to Chelsfield Lakes Golf course 
to take part in the Bromley Schools’ Golf Competition.  The children took part in a 
variety of team related activities that were related to the skills of golf.  Each activity 
was scored, with the overall winning school going on to represent Bromley at the 
London Youth Games.  I am pleased to say the children performed excellently and 
won the competition and are now looking forward to taking part in the London 
Youth Games! 
  

 
On Friday 19th May, the girls’ football team travelled to Stoke to play in the national 
finals.  Having been one of 6,000 primary schools to have started the competition, the 
girls were now down to the last eight schools in the competition.  The team stayed in 
Stoke on the Friday night, in preparation for the tournament the following day.  The 
girls played their first game against a school from Manchester and lost narrowly by 2 
goals to 1.  In the second game they played a school from Nottingham and although 
the game started evenly, Pickhurst Academy eventually lost the game by 3 goals to 
nil.  In their final game against a school from Dorset, the girls showed lots of 
determination but could not help losing the game 5-1.  This meant they did not 
progress out of the group stages but it was a fantastic achievement by the girls to get 
this far and I am sure they will never forget playing at a premiership stadium in a 
national final. 

  
On Monday 22nd May, the Pickhurst Academy mixed Year 5 and 6 tennis team won the Bromley Schools 
Competition and will now go on to represent Bromley at the London Youth Games in Redbridge sometime in 
June.  Well done to the team, they played some excellent tennis. 
  
On Wednesday 24th May, the cricket team travelled to Worsley Bridge to play their final two league games against 
Worsley Bridge and St Mary's Primary.  In the first game Worsley Bridge set a total of 202 for 6, which Pickhurst 
Academy easily overcame scoring 290 for 2.  In our second game against St Mary's, St Mary's set a total of 225 for 3 
but Pickhurst Academy won the game by 1 run, scoring 226 for 4.  We now wait to see who we will face in the 
knock-out stages of the competition. 
  

Mr Belgrave (Sports Coach)  
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Attendance & Punctuality 
w/e 26th May 2017 

The overall attendance figure for Pickhurst 
Academy for this period was 95.6%. 
  
Congratulations this week goes to Form 4F 
who achieved the highest attendance at 
98.8%.  Fantastic! 
 
20 lates were recorded this week. 
  
Please note that each child’s attendance and 
punctuality rate is monitored on a regular 
basis.  If it is seen that a child’s attendance or 
punctuality is below our expected 
requirement, then parents will be contacted 
either by letter or a mutually convenient 
appointment will be arranged to discuss the 
situation in order for us to offer support. 

LOWER SCHOOL   UPPER SCHOOL 

Form Attendance 
% 

Late 
Children 

  Form Attendance 
% 

Late 
Children 

3C 94.8 1   5B 98.5 0 

3DS 97.6 2   5BA 96.8 0 

3F 94.7 1   5C 98.5 1 

3L 95 1   5E 93.1 2 

4C 94.8 1   5S 98.5 0 

4F 98.8 5   6C 93.3 1 

4P 89.3 0   6M 91.4 0 

4W 96.1 2   6S 98.1 0 

      6SN 95.5 0 

       6ST 97.4 1 

        6W 92.4 2 

Every minute really does count 
so don’t be late! 

 

School Council News 
 

Following this week’s meeting, our school council members came up with 
the following suggestions: 
 
 Tuck shop 
 More footballs 
 Colouring area 
 Reading dog 
 Lockers for Year 5 
 
Also ... If anyone has any board games they no longer want, we would be most grateful if you could donate them 
for wet play times; thank you. 
 
In response to our pupil suggestions for improving Pickhurst Academy, our school councillors organised, publicised 
and ran a successful sale to raise funds for playground equipment.  They raised £80 which they plan to spend on 
sponge balls, a limbo set and ankle skips!  

 

Drum Lessons 
 

We have been informed by the drum tutor that there are spaces available for the new term in 
September.  You can enrol now by contacting the school office for an application form or by 
contacting the tutor at gaetano2k@hotmail.com 
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Dates for your Diary 

Mon 5th June Pupils return to school 

Thur 8th June School closed to pupils (General Election) 

Mon 5th to Fri 9th June Y6 to France 

Wed 7th June 10.45am Y6 children not attending French trip—first aid talk 

Thur 8th June School closed (General Election) 

Fri 16th June 2pm PGL & Forest School Assembly 

Fri 16th June Class photographs 

Wed 21st June 2pm Music concert 

Fri 23rd June Pick-fest (PTA) 

Fri 30th June Y5 Pyjama day 

Wed 28th June 9-10am Y6 road safety talk 

Mon 17th July 9.15am Y6 show to grandparents & Y5 

Mon 17th & Tue 18th July 7pm Y6 show to parents 

Weds 19th July Y3/4 sports day 

Thur 20th July Y5/6 sports day 

Thur 20th July Y6 Leavers’ disco (7-9pm) 

Fri 21st July Y6 picnic (3-8pm) 

Fri 21st July Last day of term, school closes at 1.30pm 

Mon 24th July to Tue 5th September Summer break 

Wed 6th September Pupils return to school 

DAY TIME CLUB VENUE 

MONDAY 12-12.45PM DWX GYMNASTICS HALL 

 12NOON CHESS CLUB MS ANDERSON’S 
OFFICE 

  3.20-4.30PM FOOTBALL KRAZEE Y3/4 FIELD 

  3.20-4.20PM SPANISH CLUB Y3 & Y4 4T 

  3.30-4.15PM JU-JITSU HALL 

 3.30-4.30/4.45PM SEW COOL SEWING CLUB Y4 BAY 

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME DWX DRAMA HALL 

 3.20-4.30PM FOOTBALL KRAZEE Y5/6 FIELD 

 3.30-4.15PM JU-JITSU HALL 

THURSDAY LUNCHTIME LEGO CLUB Y5 INTERVENTION 
ROOM 

 3.20-4.20PM BEES ATHLETICS (STARTS 27TH APRIL 2017) FIELD 

  3.20-4.20PM SPANISH CLUB Y5 & Y6 4T 

 3.20-4.30PM CRICKET KRAZEE Y4, 5 & 6 FIELD/PLAYGROUND 

FRIDAY 8.15AM WIND BAND HALL 

 LUNCHTIME DWX TAP DANCING HALL 

 3.30-5PM POTTERY CLUB Y4 BAY 

 3.30-4.30PM STEPHANEEZ PRODUCTION PERFORMANCE CLUB HALL 

Clubs 


