
 

 

 How we spend our Pupil Premium 

The Pupil Premium is additional funding for publicly funded schools in England to raise 
the attainment of disadvantaged pupils and close the gap between them and their 
peers.  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-
provision-settings 

Pupil Premium funding is allocated to schools to support children who receive or have 
received free school meals, Children Looked After, children whose parents are serving 
in the armed forces and children who have been adopted from care.   

Schools have the freedom to use the Pupil Premium funding in innovative ways, but it 
is vital they use it to boost results for these pupils. They will be held to account by 
Ofsted through its inspections, which include a closer focus on Pupil Premium use and 
the performance of pupils who attract it. Schools are required to publish online details 
of their premium spend for parents and carers. 
  
The report and monitoring of high needs funding will help to improve transparency, 
quality and choice for young people and their families. These new arrangements will 
help to secure greater consistency and equivalence in how funding is distributed to 
schools and will move us towards a pupil-driven funding system which promotes choice 
and raises quality. 
 Pupil Premium funding has been carefully spent and tracked at Pickhurst Junior 
Academy. We ensure that there is a whole school focus on continuing to close the gap 
in attainment and achievement between Free School Meal (FSM) and Non-FSM 
children. We have led Challenge the Gap projects since 2011 and have been a 
facilitation school since 2013.  
 
 At Pickhurst Junior Academy the funding is spent directly on the individuals, wherever 
possible, including:- 

 Employing teachers to run specific intervention groups  
  Additional support from Para Professionals and Higher Level Teaching 

Assistants 
 Teacher and Teaching Assistant training   
 Transition workshops for parents and children at key points   
 Strong focus on speaking and listening – e.g. project work,  theme days  
 Promoting roles and responsibilities within the school  
 Parent workshops and training   
 Access to the School Counsellor and school nurse 
  Staff training   

https://mail.lgflmail.org/owa/admin@pickhurst-jun.bromley.sch.uk/redir.aspx?C=7f43dd16ee9b40d7bd2e6d636658a808&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.avenue.sutton.sch.uk%2findex.php%2fabout-avenue%2fhow-we-spend-our-pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/government/policies/raising-the-achievement-of-disadvantaged-children/supporting-pages/pupil-premium
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 

 

 1:1 tuition  
 Recruiting, developing staff who work with vulnerable children  
 Promoting community links  
 Workshops and visitors raising aspirations  
 Interventions monitored with an ‘assess, plan, do, review’ model. 
 1-1 tuition from Para Professionals and Teachers 
 Attendance Checks 
 Home and School support 
 Boost Groups and support materials 
 After School/In School booster classes for Year 6 children 
 Pastoral support 
 Support within the curriculum 
 Funding places at before, lunchtime or after school clubs 
 Access to enrichment opportunities including school trips 
 Support for pupils with English as an Additional Language 

 
Impact for the year 2014/2015 
The Pupil Premium pupils have results significantly ahead of their peer group nationally 
and the gap has significantly been reduced in English and maths against national results 
in 2014. There were no significant differences at Level 4+ between FSM and non-FSM 
pupils. In the 2015 results Pupil Premium children outperformed non-pupil premium in 
reading. All FSM pupils reached Level 4+ in reading and writing in the 2014 KS2 SATS.  
 
The FSM pupils have shown strong progress in the school with VA well above the norm.  
In reading, all Pupil Premium pupils made expected progress and 60% made more than 
expected which was very high. In writing, all pupil premium pupils made expected 
progress with 40% making above expected progress, again higher than national 
average, this time by 6%. Only one pupil failed to make expected progress in maths 
which was 10% above national data. At more than expected progress the cohort made 
47% which was well above the national average of 35%. 
 


