
English at 

Pickhurst

9:10 – 9:40: How is English taught at 

Pickhurst?

9:40-10:10: Classroom Visits 



My relationship with Reading…



My journey as a Reader…

● 'Reluctant reader'
● Enjoyed a limited selection of  books 

as a child
● Preferred writing stories to reading 

them
● Distraught at the thought of  having to 

read out-loud in class
● Took inspiration from my teachers in 

secondary
● Prefer to read for meaning rather than 

read for pleasure 



What do our children 

think about English?

I enjoy just falling into a book 

I enjoy reading because I get transported to a 

magical world. 

I enjoy that when I read I feel calm, when I 

read I feel that I can write my own special 

books and I love to read because I like to 

picture what is going on inside of  my head.



• What do our children 

want help with?

• How are we helping them 

with this?



English in Lower 

Key Stage 2

• English in Lower School 
taught four times a week 
for one hour and fifteen 
minutes.

• Within a week, there will 
be new taught Reading 
and Writing Skills

Read

Write

Reflect

(VIPERS Key Skills)

(Taught SPaG and 
modelled writing)

(Edit, Up-level and 
publish)



Timetabling the English Curriculum

Within each week, there must be a curriculum focus on these 
areas:

• Reading Skill (VIPERS)

• Spelling Skill (From National Curriculum)

• SPaG Focus (Direct speech, adverbials, etc)

• Writing Skill (Writing to entertain, inform / advise, discuss, 
persuade) – short burst and extended pieces of  writing

These four curriculum areas 

are linked, wherever 

possible, to the Core Text



Year 4 – Autumn 2 Curriculum 

Map

Year 3 – Autumn 2 Curriculum 

Map



What do English lessons look like at Pickhurst?



What do English lessons look like at Pickhurst?



What are the different purposes of  writing?



Teaching English using a core-text

◦ What comes to 
your mind when 
you see these 
words? 

◦ What images 
can you think 
of?

◦ Make a list of  as 
many ideas as 
you can!

'The Journey'



◦ This is the bag 
which will be 
taken on the 
journey
◦ What do you 
expect to be 
inside?
◦ How long are 
these people 
going away for?



◦ Here is what 
inside the bag...

◦ What more do we learn 
about 'The Journey' now?

◦ Where could you go with 
these items?



'The Journey' What do we learn from the first page?



'The Journey' What do we learn from the first page?



'The Journey'



'The Journey'



'The Journey'

◦ What text would 
accompany this 
page? 

◦ 'Since that day…'

◦ How has the 
illustrator used his 
artwork?



'The Journey'



'The Journey' Task: Drama
◦ Conscience alley with children
◦ Should the family leave or not?

Task: Opportunities for writing: 
Writing to discuss
◦ Balanced argument 

Task: Opportunities for writing: Writing to inform 
Write the letter from the woman in the story to her own 
mother asking for advice on what to do



'The Journey'



'The Journey'

Role on the Wall



'The Journey'



'The Journey'



Can you tell which of  these VIPERS skills is related to these 
questions from SATs tests?



At Pickhurst, we are a ‘Reading for 

Pleasure’ School



At Pickhurst, we are a ‘Reading for 

Pleasure’ School


