
English at 

Pickhurst

9:10 – 9:40: How is English taught at 

Pickhurst?

9:40-10:10: Classroom Visits 



My relationship with Reading…



My journey as a Reader…

● 'Reluctant reader'
● Enjoyed a limited selection of  books 

as a child
● Preferred writing stories to reading 

them
● Distraught at the thought of  having to 

read out-loud in class
● Took inspiration from my teachers in 

secondary
● Prefer to read for meaning rather than 

read for pleasure 



What do our children 

think about English?

I enjoy just falling into a book 

I enjoy reading because I get transported to a 

magical world. 

I enjoy that when I read I feel calm, when I 

read I feel that I can write my own special 

books and I love to read because I like to 

picture what is going on inside of  my head.



• What do our children 

want help with?

• How are we helping them 

with this?



• English in Lower School 
taught four times a week 
for one hour and fifteen 
minutes.

• Within a week, there will 
be new taught Reading 
and Writing Skills

Read

Write

Reflect

(VIPERS Key Skills)

(Taught SPaG and 
modelled writing)

(Edit, Up-level and 
publish)

English in Upper 

Key Stage 2



Timetabling the English Curriculum

Within each week, there must be a curriculum focus on these 
areas:

• Reading Skill (VIPERS)

• Spelling Skill (From National Curriculum)

• SPaG Focus (Direct speech, adverbials, etc)

• Writing Skill (Writing to entertain, inform / advise, discuss, 
persuade) – short burst and extended pieces of  writing

These four curriculum areas 

are linked, wherever 

possible, to the Core Text



Year 6 – Autumn 2 Curriculum 

Map

Year 5 – Autumn 2 Curriculum 

Map







Developments from LKS2 to 
UKS2

◦Deeper engrossed focus on Key 

Reading skills 

◦Whole Class Reading 

Opportunities



Reading Skills VIPERS

◦Key skills can be taught with 
stylistic ‘SATs’ style questions at a 
pictorial / visual level at Lower 
KS2. This progresses to text level 
as they progress up the school.

◦What does it look like?



What three questions 
do you have about 
this image?

Mr Barrett says that 
this ‘creature’ looks 
pleased. Do you 
agree or disagree?

Introduce the image / gather 
initial ideas



Questions about words surrounding 
the image.

1. What does the word ‘puzzled’ tell 
us about this image?

2. Tick which box is closest to the 
meaning of  ‘puzzled’

Joyful Perplexed

Sporadically Content

Vocabulary Questions:



Questions about making 
conclusions about something 
using evidence

1. How is this ‘creature’ 
feeling? How do you know?

I can infer that this creature is 
feeling shocked because its 
eyes are wide open and its 
eyebrows are raised

Inference Questions:



Questions about making using 
evidence to determine what 
could happen next

1. Where do you think this 
‘creature’ is going?

2. What do you think happened 
straight after the creature 
looked up?

I can predict that this 
creature is going to run away 
because it looks as if  it has 
seen something frightening.

Prediction Questions:



How does this develop 
through KS2?

◦By the end of  KS2, children 

should have a firm understanding 

of  these key skills and be fluent in 

applying them to written text; 

much like how it will be presented 

in the Year 6 SATs.





What do English lessons look like at Pickhurst?



What do English lessons look like at Pickhurst?



What do English lessons look like at Pickhurst?



What do English lessons look like at Pickhurst?

















Can you tell which of  these VIPERS skills is related to these 
questions from SATs tests?



Can you tell which of  these VIPERS skills is related to these 
questions from SATs tests?



Reading Environments


