
Pickhurst Academy Year 3 Recommended Reading List 

Adventure & Fantasy 

 

The Abominables — Eva 
Ibbotsen (2012) 

The story follows Lady 
Agatha Farlingham, who 

befriends a family of 
yetis and raises them 

with human values. 
 

How to Wash a Woolly 
Mammoth — Michelle 

Robinson & Kate Hindley 
(2014) 

A hilarious “instruction 
manual” adventure with a 

giant prehistoric pet. 

 

Stone Age Tales: The 
Great Storm — Terry 

Deary (2015) 
A gripping historical 

adventure showing what 
life might have been like 

in prehistoric Britain. 
 

The Nothing to See Here 
Hotel — Steven Butler 

(2018) 
A fun and fantastical story 
set in a hotel for magical 

creatures. 

 

The Dragon Machine — 
Helen Ward (2003) 

A magical picture book 
about dragons hiding in 

plain sight. 

 

Fantastic Mr Fox — Roald 
Dahl (1970) 

A witty and fast adventure 
featuring the cleverest fox 

around. 

 

The Boy Who Grew 
Dragons — Andy 
Shepherd (2018) 

A funny story about a 
boy who finds a dragon 

growing on a plant.  

The Day I Fell Into a 
Fairytale — Ben Miller 

(2020) 
A magical adventure inside 

a world of stories. 

 

The Magic Faraway Tree 
— Enid Blyton (1939) 

The stories take place in 
an enchanted wood in 

which a gigantic magical 
tree grows.  

The Firework Maker’s 
Daughter — Philip Pullman 

(1995) 
A brave and adventurous 
journey filled with magic 

and challenges. 

 

AdventureMice: Otter 
Chaos! — Philip Reeve & 
Sarah McIntyre (2023) 

A funny, energetic 
adventure featuring 
brave little mice on a 

mission. 
 

Grimwood — Nadia Shireen 
(2021) 

A hilarious woodland 
adventure with big humour 

and big personalities. 

 

The Hatmakers — 
Tamzin Merchant (2021) 
A magical mystery full of 

enchanted hats and 
daring escapades. 

 

Willow Wildthing and the 
Swamp Monster — Gill 

Lewis (2020) 
A gentle, mysterious 

adventure about friendship 
and exploring the wild. 

 
 



Animals & Nature 

 

The One and Only Ivan 
— Katherine Applegate 

(2012) 
A touching story told 

from the viewpoint of a 
gorilla.  

Creature Features — Steve 
Jenkins (2014) 

A fun non-fiction look at 
animal features and why 

they look the way they do. 

 

The Butterfly Lion — 
Michael Morpurgo (1996) 
A beautiful story about 

friendship, bravery and a 
very special lion. 

 
 

The Hodgeheg — Dick King-
Smith (1987) 

A funny adventure about a 
hedgehog trying to cross a 

road safely. 

 

The Blue Giant — Katie 
Cottle (2020) 

A beautifully illustrated 
story about exploring 
the sea and protecting 

our oceans.  

The Gecko and the Echo — 
Rachel Bright & Jim Field 

(2022) 
A playful story about a 

gecko learning to be 
himself. 

 

Saving Mr Hoot — Helen 
Stephens (2020) 

A warm and gentle tale 
about protecting the 

wildlife around us. 

 

The Girl Who Thought in 
Pictures — Julia Finley 

Mosca (2017) 
A child-friendly biography 

celebrating curiosity, 
animals and different ways 

of thinking. 

 

The Owl Who Was 
Afraid of the Dark — 
Jill Tomlinson (1968) 
A comforting story 

about facing fears with 
help along the way.  

 

Mango and Bambang: The 
Not-a-Pig — Polly Faber 

(2015) 
A sweet friendship story 
between a girl and a tapir. 

 
History & Prehistory 

 

Stone Age Boy — Satoshi 
Kitamura (1998) 

A fun time-slip story 
introducing Stone Age 

life. 

 

Ug: Boy Genius of the Stone 
Age — Raymond Briggs 

(2001) 
A humorous Stone Age tale 

about a boy full of big 
ideas. 

 

Stone Age Beasts — Ben 
Lerwill (2021) 

A brilliant look at 
prehistoric creatures 
connected to the Y3 

topic.  

Stone Age Sentinel — 
Fergus Collins (2020) 

A fun “newspaper-style” 
introduction to life in the 

Stone and Bronze Age. 



 

So You Think You’ve Got 
It Bad? A Kid’s Life in 

Prehistoric Times (2021) 
A funny, fascinating look 
at what life was like for 

children then.  

The Street Beneath My 
Feet — Charlotte Guillain & 

Yuval Zommer (2017) 
A fold-out journey beneath 
the Earth exploring rocks 

and soil layers. 

 

30. A Rock Is Lively — 
Dianna Hutts Aston & 

Sylvia Long (2012) 
A beautifully illustrated 
introduction to different 

kinds of rocks.  

DK findout! Earth — DK 
(2017) 

A fact-filled book showing 
how the Earth works: from 

its core to mountains, 
volcanoes and rivers. 

 
Environment & Climate 

 

The Emerald Forest — 
Catherine Ward & Karin 

Littlewood (2022) 
A stunning picture book 
based on real rainforest 

conservation stories.  

Somebody Swallowed 
Stanley — Sarah Roberts 

(2019) 
A colourful story about 

ocean animals who mistake 
a plastic bag for food. 

 

Earth Heroes — Lily Dyu 
(2019) 

Inspiring true stories of 
people who help protect 

the Earth. 

 

The Rhythm of the Rain — 
Grahame Baker-Smith 

(2018) 
Follows a drop of water on 

its journey around the 
world. 

 

The Magic and Mystery 
of Trees — Jen Green 

(2019) 
Explains how trees grow, 
communicate and support 

our planet.  

The Last Wolf — Mini Grey 
(2018) 

A clever, environmental 
twist on Little Red Riding 

Hood. 

 

The Tale of the Whale — 
Karen Swann (2021) 

A poetic story about our 
oceans and why they 

need protecting. 

 

How to Help a Hedgehog 
and Protect a Polar Bear — 

Jess French (2022) 
A guide to how animals live 
in different habitats and 

how children can help. 
 

Feelings, Friendship & Family 

        

The Tale of Angelino 
Brown — David Almond 

(2017) 
A gentle, magical story 

about kindness and 
belonging.  

The Last Garden — Rachel 
Ip (2020) 

A hopeful story about new 
beginnings and 
regeneration. 



 

The Boy with Flowers in 
His Hair — Jarvis 

(2022) 
A beautiful story about 

friendship, empathy 
and supporting someone 

through tough times. 
 

Big — Vashti Harrison 
(2023) 

A powerful picture book 
about confidence, feelings 

and finding your place. 

 

The Truth Pixie — 
Matt Haig (2018) 
A comforting and 
encouraging story 

about worries. 

 

Milo Imagines the World 
— Matt de la Peña (2021) 

A thoughtful story 
exploring empathy and 
understanding other 

people’s lives. 
 

Poetry, Picture Books & Beautiful Writing 

 

The Big Book of Blooms 
— Yuval Zommer (2020) 
A bright and beautiful 
celebration of flowers 
from around the world. 

 

Michael Rosen’s Book of 
Very Silly Poems — Michael 

Rosen (1996) 
A fun, laugh-out-loud 
collection of poems. 

 

49. Poems Aloud — 
Joseph Coelho (2020) 
A fun poetry collection 
designed to be spoken, 
performed and enjoyed. 

 
 

Up and Down — Oliver 
Jeffers (2010) 

A charming story about 
friendship and trying new 

things. 

 

 


