
 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 5 – Exploring the associations between music, sounds and colour 
Musical style: Composition 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 

Graphic score 
A way of writing down music on the pages without using 
traditional stave notation, using symbols ad images to 
represent the music. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Synaesthesia  A condition where you ‘see’ music as colours. 

Major A tonality where the music sounds happy or bright. 
Minor A tonality whether the music sounds sad or tense.  

Layering An overlapping of different music or instruments to create a 
‘thick’ texture in a musical piece. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 5 – India 
Instrumental lessons 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 

Bollywood Fim from Mumbai (formerly called Bombay) in India are known 
as ‘Bollywood’ films. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hindi The language usually used in Bollywood films. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

. 

Playback singers Fanous Bollywood actors mime the songs, which are actually 
sung by ‘playback singers’. 

Sound effect An artificially created sound that represents what is 
happening in a film.  

Harmony When two or more notes sound at the same tie, and usually 
sound nice together.  

Performance direction Symbols or words on sheet music that describe how music 
should be played e.g. the dynamics or tempo 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 5 – Looping and Mixing 
Musical style: Electronic dance music 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 

Layers The different instruments, rhythms or melodies 
that build the overall texture of a piece of music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loop A repeated section of rhythm or melody. 

 
Remix 

A new version of an existing piece of music that has been 
altered with effects. 

Fragment A short section of music. 
Melody line The notes that make a melody. 

Structure 
The overall organisation of a piece of music. In a song, this 
could be the order that different parts are played in, for 
example verse, chorus, verse. 

Backbeat Rhythmic beat going along in the background to accompany the 
music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 5 – Musical Theatre 
Musical style: Theatre 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 
Composer Writes the music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Librettist Writes the story. 

Lyricist 
 Writes the song lyrics. 

Director In charge of the dramatic performance 
Musical Director In charge of the musical performance. 
Choreographer Creates the dance moves 
Designer Designs the sets or costumes. 
Performers Play the characters in the musical. 
Character song Describes how the character is feeling. 
Action song Describes what is happening at that point in the story. 

Transition A passage of music composed to link one piece of music to 
another. 

Score Written notation to show what notes to play and in what style 
to play them. 

Script Written text of a play or musical 
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