
 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 3 – Ballads 
Musical style: Ballads 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 
Ballad A song which tells a story- similar to a poem. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compose To create an original piece of music 

Stanza A short section of text, sometimes known as a verse in a song 
or poem. 

Solo Performing alone 
Ensemble A small group of musicians who perform. 

Expression Making your thoughts or feelings known when reading, singing 
or performing. 

Lyrics The words in a song. 
Chorus Repeated section of music with the same tune and lyrics. 

Nonsense words Words which have no meaning and are often used for filling 
time in songs- e.g. ‘la’, ‘do’, ‘ooh’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 3 – Creating compositions for an animation (Mountains) 
Musical style: Classical  

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 
Compose To create an original piece of music. 

 
 
 
 
 

Composition An original piece of music that has been created. 

Notation The way that music is written so that others can play it. 

Graphic Score way of writing music down using pictures or 
symbols, rather than standard music notation. 

Ensemble A small group of musicians who perform together. 

Melody Notes of different pitches played in a sequence 
to create a tune. 

Soundscape A collection of sound effects used to describe 
a landscape. 

Rhythm A pattern of long and short sounds (and silences) 
within a piece of music. 

Stave and 
letter notation 

A pattern of long and short sounds (and silences) 
within a piece of music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 3 – Traditional instruments and improvisation (India) 
Musical style: Music and instruments from India 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 
Bollywood Indian films that involve singing and dancing, like a musical. 

 
 
 
 
 

Composition An original piece of music that has been created. 

Notation The way that music is written so that others can play it. 

Graphic Score way of writing music down using pictures or 
symbols, rather than standard music notation. 

Tal A repeated rhythm played again on the 
tabla.. 

Rag A series of notes which Indian music uses to 
create the tune. 

Drone A long held note usually played on the Tanpura. 
Improvising  Making up music as it is played or performed. 
Stave and 
letter notation 

A pattern of long and short sounds (and silences) 
within a piece of music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 3 – Jazz 
Musical style: Jazz 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 
Motif A short pattern of pitches used repeatedly. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Swung rhythm A pair of quavers which are not played equally. 

Syncopation Playing or emphasising the off beat. 

Tempo The speed or pace of the music. It can change 
throughout a piece of music. 

Rhythm A pattern of long and short sounds (and silences) 
within a piece of music. 

Off-beat The beats in between the ones you would 
naturally clap on. 

Call and response The words in a song. 

Chorus When the leader sings or plays a part, and everyone sings or 
plays a response back. 

Improvising Making up music as it is played or performed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



PICKHURST ACADEMY 
Music knowledge organiser 

Year 3 – Pentatonic melodies and composition (Chinese New Year) 
Musical style: Folk music from China 

Key Vocabulary  Key Facts: 
Crescendo When the music gets gradually louder. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pentatonic A scale made up of five notes. 

Notation The way that music is written so that others can play it. 

Graphic Score The speed or pace of the music. It can change 
throughout a piece of music. 

Stave and 
letter notation 

A pattern of long and short sounds (and silences) 
within a piece of music. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Musical notation helps us to 'write' 
and 'read' the melodies 
so, they won't be forgotten  
and can be played by others. 
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